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Commissioners of the District op Columbia, 

Headquarters o^* the Fire Department, 

To the Commmsionere of the District of Columbia: 

The following report, covering the operations of the fire depart- 
mmi during the fiscfi^l yei^r endS June 3Q, is submitted: 

^Rl|8 OF fl^E 

Alarms of fire durin<j^ tlie year numbered 3,088, 559 less than the 
number received (]urin<r the preceding year. Of these alarms, 1,477 
were box alarms, a decrease of 152, and 1,641 were local alarms, a 
decrease of 407. Eighteen fires which required the sounding of 
additional alarms occurred, a decrease of 6 from the number ex- 
perienced during t^he fiscal year 1926. 

FALSE ALARMS 

False alarms during the year numbered 379, 82 more than the 
number receiA^ed during the preceding year. Thorough investiga- 
tion was made by the police department and the office of the fire 
marshal in these cases but in only one instance could sufficient evi- 
dence be obtained to warrant an arrest. In this case the accuse4 
person is now awaiting trial. 

INCENDIARY AND SUSPICIOUS FIKES 

Incendiary fires during the year were 7 in number and ^ others 
of probable incendiary origin occurred. Pull investigations were 
made by the police department and by the office of the nre marshal 

and 3 arrests were made. Two of the accused persons were com- 
mitted to institutions for those of unsound mind. In the third 
case, su]^cien( evidence to obtain convicljion could not be secured. 

FIRE LOSS 

It is with sincere gratification that I report that the fire loss 
during the year was materially less than ttiat lor the preceding 
year, the decrease an^ounting to $593,576. "fhe total estimated loss 
for the year is $675,879. 

FIRB BROTECTION 



This work, under the supervision of the fire marshal, has been con- 
tinued with unabated vigilance throughout the year, and many im- 
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4- ^r. fivA i^rofpr'tion have been accomplished. Inspection 
?~d: by^^^'^^^^^^^^^^ ^orce nuribered 63,460, 1,948 

"^Z^f^'^L^ by batta^cm .^ie^engi^eer^ 

made m692 inspections of apartment houses, hotels, asylums, pri- 

" ml^^e cl'tllf^^m^^^^ is at present undermanned^ and an 
.ddi ional uunber of inspectors should be allowed in order that more 
^leqirt to mercantile establishments and. other locations pre- 
senting fire hazards may be made. 

DISCIPLINE 

Discipline durin- the year was uniformly excellent. The fact that 
but two members were removed for infractions of the rules and 
regulations and that minor disciplinary measures were necessary in 
only 112 cases are indications of the high standard of morale which 
obtained. 

• ■ . PENSIONS , . . 

Serjrt. J. H. Swann was retired on July 15, 1926, and granted 
relief m the amount of $91.66 per month. .^^^ , x i 

Ser<rt. H. W. Hollidge was retired on July 31, 1926, and granted 
relief m the amount of $91.66 per month. , . i 

Pvt. W. H. Melchoir was retired on August 31, 1926, and granted 
I'elief in the amount of $87.50 per month. . ^ i 

Sergt. Angelo Schneider was retired on August 31, 192b, and 
granted relief in the amount of $91.66 per month. 

Pvt. Alexander Elliott was retired on October 15, 1926, and 
granted relief in the amount of $87.50 \wr month. 

Pvt. J. A. Cotter was retired on September 15, 1926, and granted 
relief in the amount of $87.50 per numth. 

Lieut. C. W. Staples was retired on September 15, 1926, and 
p-ranted relief in the amount of $97.92 per month. 

Capt. W. A. Dixon was retired on September 30, 1926, and granted 
relief in the amount of $104.16 per month. , 

Battalion Chief Engineer C. F. Beers was retired on September .30, 
1926, and granted relief in the amount of $13i5.41 per montli. 

Deputy Chief Engineer A. J. Sullivan was retired on December 
31, 1926, and granted relief in the amount of $145.88 per month. 

Battalion Chief Engineer W. ¥. Lanahan was retired on January 
31, 19i>7. and granted relief in the amount of $185.41 i)er month. 

Ada S. Sylvester, Avidow of the late Pvt. F. J. Sylvester (a pen- 
sioner at the time of his death) was granted relief in the amount of 
$60 per month, effective February 14, 1927. 

Eleanor Mowatt, widow of tne late Capt. James Mowatt, was 
granted relief in the amount of $60 per month, effective April 12, 
1927. 

Pvt. H. J. Raley was retired on ApriJ. 30, 1927, and granted relief 
in the amount of $87.50 per month. 

Sallie R. Malone, widow of the late Anthony Malone (a pensioner 
at the time of his death), was granted ,r,elief ii|i the , amount of $60 
per month, elt'ective June 11, 1927. 
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DEATHS 

The decease of the following officers, members, and pensioners ie 
reported with regret: 
Capt. James Mowatt on March 18, 1927. 
Pvt. H. L. Stout on June 22, 1927. 
Pensioner P^leanora H. Smith on September 21, 1926. 
Pensioner Florence V. Specht on December 11, 1926. 
Pensioner S. R. Henry on January 25, 1927. 
Pensioner F. J. Sylvester on February 12, 1927. 
Pensioner Josephine C. Byrne on April 21, 1927. 
Pensioner (leor^ianna Mahorney on May 8, 1927. 
Pensioner Anthony Malone on June 9, 1927. 

NEW HOUSES 

The commissioners, under date of June 17, 1927, accepted the offer 
of the owner of lot 802, square 2698, to sell this property to the 
District of Columbia as a site for the new engine company. No. 30, 

for which appropriations have been obtained. This site is located 
on the southeast corner of Sixteenth and AVebster Streets NW., and 
the pro})erty is well suited for the j)urposes desired. (Ireat credit 
is due Maj. L. E. Atkins, assistant to the en<rineer couunissioner, for 
his untirino: efforts lookin<^ toward the acquisition of this land. 
Plans for the house will be prepared immediately by the office of 
the municipal architect, and it is expected that the new house will 
be placed in service some time during the coming fiscal year. 

RESCUE SQUADS 

Rescue Squad No. 1 of the fire department, placed in service on 
January 20. 1925, has continued to demonstrate its efliciency durin^ii; 
the year. Its officers and members responded to 244 box alarms, 
84 local alarms, and to special calls on additional alarm fires. 

The a])i)aratus was used as an ambulance in removing ill and 
injured persons to the hospital upon 20 occasions. 

First aid was rendered for incised wounds 10 times; for burns, 
8 times; for drowning, 5 times; for gas poisoning, 13 times; for 
cave-ins, 3 times ; and for attacks of unconsciousness, 5 times. Arti- 
ficial respiration was administered to patients on 18 occasions. 

Gas masks were used to search and ventilate buildings during fires 
upon 51 occasions. At 14 fires the crew of the squad, by the use of 
gas masks. Avas able to enter smoke and gas-fill(Hl buildings where 
other meiubers of the department could not have existed. Also upon 
20 occasions the masks were used by the squad for the purpose of 
stopping leaks in ammonia and gas lines. 

Life belts and life lines were used in rescue work five times. 

Upon 19 occasions (a total of 10 hours) lights were generated from 
the apparatus to illhiminate the interior and exterior of buildings at 
fires. 

Upon one occasion tlie 9(|uad used a lQ-to?i jack to raise a stjreet 
car from the tracks Hm remove a boy fmo^ beneath the same. 
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The foregoing, while not covering all of the many duties performed 
by the squad, gives some idea of the variety of the work which it is 
called upon to do. 

Lacking funds for the jMirchase of sjjecial eciuipnicnt and the 
eniph^ynient of a(klitional men to phice in service anotiier rescue 
s(juad comi)any. the department in its ()wn shop reconstructed a hose 
wagon in order that it might be used to carry tlie many special tools 
and appliances incident to s(juad service; and with the assistance of 
the American Red Cross trained officers and members of No. 11 en- 
gine company, located on Fourteenth Street between Irving and Ken- 
yon Streets NW.j in life-saving and first-aid work. This was com- 
pleted and the unit placed in service as a combination engine company 
and rescue «(iuad on June 18, 19i2T. Upon receipt of oxygen breath- 
ing apparatus, tlie purchase of wliich is now approaching completion, 
this new organization will be given regular assignments on the tire 
department running book as Uesciie S(jua(l No. '2.'" This will 
afford tlie up})er northwest j)()rtion of the city s(juad protection and 
will relieve to a gi'eat extent Rescue Scjuad No. 1. which at the present 
time is assigned to locations too far removed from its quarters. 

NEW APPARATUS 

The following new apparatus was received and placed in service 
during the year : 

Two })umj)ing engines, Tr)()-gallon capacity, received in October, 
1926, and placed in service in No. 10 engine company and No. 28 
engine company. 

One pumping engine^ 1,000-gallon capacity, received in October, 
1926, and placed in service in No. 9 engine company. 

Three combination hose wagons, received in November, 1926, and 
placed in service in No. 11 engine company, No. 12 engine company 

and No. 24 engine company. 

One aerial truck, received in November, 1926, and placed in service 
in No. 14 truck company. 

One seven-passenger touring car, received in December, 1926, and 
assigned to the chief engineer* 

UNIFORMS 

Tender the act of C\)ngress approved May 25, 1926, authorizing 
the ap})ropriati()n of not to exceed $75 ])er annum for each member 
of the hre department, to be expench'd for furnishing uniforms and 
other ofticial equ pment, the commissioners, under date of August 
24, 1926, issued detailed rules and regulations governing the pur- 
bhasie, care, and use of articles acquired under the said act. 

Contracts were entered into and the first purchases were ordered 
under date of October 29, 1926. 

The system of uniform accounts adopted by the department, has 
worked smoothly, and the uniform inspection board, consisting of 
one battalion chief engineer and two captains, together with a pri- 
vate detailed as assistant and clerk, has made several inspections and 
recommended ai)i)roi)riate purchases of clothing, etc., needed for 
replacement purposes. 

C5ertain changes were made in the style of uniforms and insignia, 
ail of which have resulted in improved appearance of the men. 
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REOOMMENf)A'nONS 

During the fiscal year 1927 the cliief en<rineer served as chairman 
of a committee, a])pointe(l by authority of Conofress, chart^ed with 
the chity of considerin*; and reportin^^ u])on the installation of a 
hi<rh-pressure water system in the congested high-value section of 
the District of Coliniihia. 

The committee fulfilled the i)ur])ose for which it was a])])ointed, 
and a detailed report has been forwarded to the commissioners. 

I invite attention to the findings and recommendations made by 
the committee, particularly with reference to the vital necessity for 
additional water mains, fire hydrants, and fire-alarm boxes, and 
request that all possible steps be taken to relieve the situation. It is 
(me which should not be permitted to continue. 

Recommendations for other improvements in the service involving 
the necessity of additional funds have been forwarded to the com- 
missioners in the form of estimates for the fiscal year 1929. 

CONCLUSION 

I express to the commissioners my sincere appreciation of the sup- 
port which they have accorded me durin<r the year just closed. To 
tliat support, together with the unfailing loyalty and efficiency of 
tlie fire department's personnel and the cooperation of the public, I 
attribute the progress which the department has made during the 
year. 

Geo. S. Watson, 

Chief Engineer. 




Appendix I 
REPORT OF THE FIRE MARSHAL 

Washington, July i, 1921. 
To the Chief Engineer, DisTiticT of Columbia Fire Department: 

I submit the following report of activities of the fire marshal's office for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1927 : 

Dui'iiif; the year 3,088 alarms tjf lire were received and iiivestiiiated hy this 
office. This is a decrease of 55i) compared with the number received during the 
preceding year. Of these 3,088 alarms of fire. 1,447 were box alarms, a decrease 
of 152 box alarms compared witli the number received during the preceding 
year: 1,(541 were local ;il;irms or telei>bone calls, a decrease of 407 local alarms 
compared with the number received during the preceding ytnir. 

The loss caused by the 1,447 box alarms is estimated at $617,833. part of which 
is covered by insurance of $16,874,035. The loss caused hy the 1,041 local alarms 
is estimated at $n7.r)46, part of which is covered by insurance of $1.3.177,705. 
The total loss for the fiscal year is estimated at $075,37i), a fraction over 2.24 per 
cent of the total Insurance of $30,051,800. * 

During the year IS liies occun-ed for which additional alarms were received. 
They were as follows: 



August 14, 1!)2(», l)ox !M;s at- 5.5S p. m., followed by a s(>cond a I 0.(H) i>. ni., 
for lire in barn and dairy at the Home for tlie Aged, Blue Plains, 
D. C ; estimated loss $13, 000 

November 24, 192G, box 81(52 at 2.50 a m.. f(;Ilowc(l by ;i second at 3.08 
a. m., for fire in the eight-story brick Argonne apartment bouse located 
at 1621) Columbia lioad XW. ; estimated h)ss 2,650 

November 28, 1926, box 669 at 8.47 a. m.. followed by a second at 8.58 
a. m.. and a third at 0.00 a. ni.. for tire in a one-story frame church 
located at Thirteenth and Newton Streets NE. ; estimated loss 34, 000 

November 28. 1926, box 731 at 7.16 p. m., followed by a second at 7.22 
p. m.. for fire in a one-story brick garage and two frame buildings 
adjcining, located at 1031)-1041 Thirtieth Street NW. : (estimated loss. 27,200 

December 1. 1926. box 664 at 11.17 a. m., followed by a second at 11.20 
a. m.. for fire in a two-story brick storage build! uu located at 118 Q 
Street XE. : estimated lo.^.s 3,600 - 

December 1!). 102(5, box 183 at 4.43 a. m.. follow(>d by a third, fourth, 
and tiftii alarm, for lire in a three-story brick and a live-story brick 
store located at 1210 and 1212 G Street NW. ; estimated loss 137, 815 

January 6. 1027. box 295 at 5.41 p. m., followed by a second at 5.55 p. m. 
and a third at 6.05 p. m., for fire in a three-story brick store located 
at 931 to 935 Fifth Street NW. ; estimated loss 14, 500 

January 11. 1027. box 12 at 4.31 p. m., followed by a second at 4.35 
p. m.. for fire in a three-story brick wluH'lright shop located in Knox 
Alley near Second Street NW. ; estimated loss 3, 982 

January 14, 1927, box 214 at 8.54 a. m., followed by a second at 9 a. m.. 
for fire in a two-story brick store and apartments located at 1744 
Sevcnih Street XW. : estimated loss 13,971 

February 2, 1927, box 566 at 5.33 p. m., followed by a second at 5.38 
p. m., and a third at 5.43 p. m., for fire in a two-story brick storage 
house located at the United States Navy Yard; estimated loss 600 

February 8, 1927, box 184 at 2.25 p. m., followed by a second at 2.30 
p. m., for fire in a six-story brick hotel located at 601 Pennsylvania 
Avenue XW. : i stimated loss 1,000 

February 13. 1027. box 89 at 3.,58 a. m., followed by a second at 4.04 
a. m., and a third at 4.16 a. m., for fire in a five-story brick apart- 
ment house located at 1412 Chapin Street NW. ; estimate loss 2, 180 

March 10, 1027. box 433 at 10.30 a. m.. followed by a second at 10.34 
a. m., for fire in a three-story l)rick wheelwright shop located at 50 
and 52 Canal Street SW. ; estimated loss 6, 200 

April 10. 1927. box 410 at 5.19 p. m., followed by a second at 5.26 p. m., 
and a third at 5.34 \^. m.. for fire in two one-story frame hnnl)er sheds 
and a two-story frame dwelling located at 605 South Capitol Street 
and 41 G Street SW., respectively ; estimated loss 30, 631 

April 14, 1027. box 315 at 0.16 a. m., followe^l by a second at 0.22 a. m., 
for fire in a four-story brick apartment htmse and stores located at 
northeast corner of Twenty-first and M Streets NW. ; estimated loss— 1, 585 
6 
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April 22, 1027, box 277 at 3.22 p. m., followed by a second at 3.26 p. m., 

and a third at 8.32 p. in., for fire in a thrtM'-story brick waste>ipeper 
wareliouHo hK-ated at 71-77 () Street NW. ; estimated loss $8,000 

May 5, 1JJ27, box 897 at 1 p. in., followed by a second at 1.09 p. m., and 
a third at 1.12 p. m., for flre in a two-story brick apartment house 
located at 410 ("edar Street NW. ; estimated loss 37,882 

May 9, 1927, box 12 at 9.44 a. m., followed by a second at 9.51 a. m., for 
fire in a three-story brick apartment house located at 512 Second 
Street NW. ; estimated l^ss - 4, 600 

It will be noted that 10 of the foregoing flres involved a loss each of 
$5,000 or more. In addition to these 10 fires, 8 other flres occurred in 
Ihe District of Columbia during the year, involvinj^ a loss, each, of 
$5,000 or more, for which only single alarms were sounded. They 
were as follows: 

July 15, 1926, box 186 at 4.46 a. m., flre in three-story brick drug store 

located at 12.S5 Pennsylvania Avenue NW. ; estimated loss 17,797 

October 19, 1920. l>ox 7ir)l at 1.10 p. m.. for fire in two-story frame 

dwellin;? located at 2909 Brandywine Street NW. ; estimated los.s 5, 600 

October 22, 1926, box 877 at 5.39 p. m., tot flre in a one-story stone 

stora}i:e house located at Bennin^^s, D. C; estimated loss 14,000 

December l.S. 1920, box i:U at 9.();> p. m., for fire in a three-story brick 

store located at 919 F Street XW. : estimated loss 17,265 

December 21, 1926, box 287 at 5.2S a. m., for flre in a one-story brick 
dry-i^oods store located at 2000 Eighteenth Street NW. ; estimated 
loss 5, 582 

January 20, 1927, box 269 at 9.13 p. m., for fire in two-story frame stor- 
age houses located at 9()!M)11 Eighth Street NW. ; estimated loss 7,000 

Febui-ary 20. 1!)27, box 2:U at lO.ilO p. m.. for fire in two foui -story brick 
stores located at 1326-1328 Seventh Street NW. ; estimated loss 9,705 

Ai)ril 19, 1927, box 814 at 4.10 a. m., for flre in a three-story stone office 
building located at 3804 Fourteenth Street NW. ; estimated loss 5, 100 

Total 425,446 

Loss for the remaining 3,062 flres 249, 934 

Total loss for the year 675, 379 

FIRB-LOSS COMPARISON 

The loss for the fiscal year endinu- June 30, 1927, w\um compared with the 
loss for the preceding year shows a decrease of $593,575. More than one-third 
of the total loss was caused by five fires, namely, church at Thirteenth and 
Newton Streets NW. : .$34,000 ; garage and two frame buildings adjoining lo- 
catcd at 10.S9 1041 Thirtieth Street NW.. $27,000; stores located at 1210-1212 
(i Street NW.. $137,815; apartment house located at 410 Cedar Street NW., 
$37,882; lumber sheds and frame dwelling located at 605 South Capitol Street 
and 41 G Street SW. ; ^Wm making a total for these five fires of $207,828. 

During the year tlie District of Columbia fire department responded to 37 
fires at near-by points in Maryland and Virginia and rendered all aid possi- 
ble to the local department in extinguishing these flres and protecting sur- 
rounding property. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF FIKES 

Automobiles ba<k-firing, electric wires short-circuited, gasoline leaking, 

gasoline fumes ignited 473 

Brush, grass, leaves, and trash burfting — . ^— 224 

Chimneys, soot caught fire, defective, overheated 270 

Electric wires and electric ai>pliances 117 

Matches, carlessness with, children playing with, rats gnawing — 199 

Smoking, careless , ■ ^ * — •^-'''l 

Sparks 114 

Stoves ■ ^ — - 75 

FALSE ALARMS 

During the year 379 false alarms were roceive<l, an increase of S2, as com- 
pared with the preceding year. Members of the fire marshal's office and the 
Volk-e department made thorough investigation in each cas«* A liaft was ar- 
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rested in connection with one of these cases and is out <m \nnu\ jiwjiiting a jury 
trial. The guilty parties in the other cases were not apprehended. 

INCEISDIAKY AND Sl SPICIorS FIHKS 

Duriiifr tlie year there were 27 tires of a suspicious nature and 7 undoubtedly 
of incendiary origin. One man was arrested in one of these cases, and 
because of Insuflacient evidence he was released ; a white hoy 14 years of ajre 
was apprehended in another case and was found to be of unsound mind and 
was sent to an asylum, and in still another case a white man was arrested 
and is being held for observation as to his sanity. All cases were thoroughly 
investigated by this office and the police department. 

PROSECUTIONS FOB VIOLATION OF FIBB-MlEVE?NTION REGULATIONS 

During the year there were 13 cases in which warrants were obtained for 
violation of the flre-prevention regulations. In 10 of these cases the parties 
were fined by the court, and in the remaining cases the parties were released 
after complying with the inspector's notice. 

FOI HTH OF JULY FIKES 

There were only .'i fires caused by fireworks during the Fourth of .Tuly cele- 
bration of this year. This is a decrease of 1 as compared with last year. 

I.\FI-AM]\IA1{I<K OILS, AMMl NTnON. AM) KXl'I.OSIVKW 

Dui'ilig the fiscal y(>ar l..H<SO applications to handle kerosene were received 
and acted upon by this olfice. 

There were installed and put into operation 950 oil-burning plants, making 
a total of .S.OliS plants of this character now in the District of rolnnd)ia. In 
addition to these, there are now pending about 153 applications for the installa- 
tion of oil-burning plants. 

Three hundred and ninety-four gasoline tanks were installed in the District 
of CoUunbia during the fiscal year, lit'fore these installations worv made, as 
was also the case with the oil-burning plants, careful inspecticms were made 
by inspectors of this office to see that the regulations would be complied with, 
and final inspections were made after the installations were in. At the end of 
the fiscal year there were in operation in the District of Columbia 468 gasoline 
stations. 

Fifty-eight applications for license to handle ammunition for small arms, 
other than cartridges for pistols, were approved by this office. 

INBPBOnONS 

The total number of inspections made during the year by the corps of 
inspectors connected with the fire marshal's office was (53.400 ; of this number 
1,J)48 were complaints. Five thousand six hundred and fifty-six notices were 
served to remedy conditions creating tire hazards. 

In addition to the above inspections, 110,692 inspections were made of apart- 
ment houses, hotels, asylums, private and public schools, etc., by firemen 
connected with the various fire stations. 

All motion-picture theaters and open-air motion-picture parks in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia were inspected to see that all Are appliances were in proper 
working order i)ri()r to issuance of annual licenses. Bach motion -i)icture 
theater and open-air motion-picture park, in addition to the foregoing insiiec- 
tions, was Inspected by members of the Are marshal's office at leal^t once each 
week while the theater or park was open to the public. All told, there were 55 
motion-picture theaters and motion-picture parks in operation during the year. 
In addition to these there were in oijeration 12 "legitimate" theaters. 

As in former years, a uniformed member of the fire department was detailed 
f(»r duty at each performance in tho legitimate " theaters. AH scenerv arriv- 
ing in the District for use in any of them was tested as to fireproof qualities. 

In many halls and places of public assembly, where entertainments were 
held, one or more uniformed firemen were in attendance during each enter- 
tainment, and it was seen by members of this office that all scenery and deco- 
rations of a combustible nature used in connection with these gatherings were 
treated with a fireproof solution. 

MOTION-PICTURE OPERATORS 

During the year 52 parties were examined in this office who applied for 
permits to operate motion-picture machines. . 
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MOTION-PICTUBE FILM EXCHANGES 

An inspector of this office detailed especially for the inspection of film ex- 
changes makes a test once each week of the sprinkler system in all film 
exchanges in the District, and at h^ast three times each week he makes a 
thorough inspection of all the exehaugeij, including several Goveimueut motion- 
picture laboratories and film storage rooms. 



CONCLUSION 



In closing this report permit me to express my appreciation for the coopera- 
tion j;iven me diirinj? tlie year l»y inenil)ers of the lire marshal's olJi(H>, and of 
tlie various lire stations, who assisted iu the work of inspecting and reducing 
lire hazards. 

L. V. Seib, Fire Marshal. 
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94 
104 
54 
41 
63 
48 
93 
41 
119 
61 
97 
40 
23 
43 
29 
31 
37 
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24 
48 
48 
70 
50 
72 
25 
35 
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59 
19 
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24 
40 
36 
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18 

9 

32 
13 
27 
22 
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H. M 
• 35 00 
40 15 
i 42 00 

20 00 
45 40 

' 44 30 
66 00 
I 22 25 

30 5 
1 37 00 
I 39 M 
i 34 00 

21 00 
53 15 
24 10 
28 00 
26 00 

31 30 

10 45 
6 00 

32 00 
24 5 
3tt 20 
28 10 

22 00 
20 30 

11 00 
8 30 
4 00 



'3 



Feet 
45, 550 
27, 400 
31,450 
11,350 
23,750 
27,550 
27, 450 
27, 81X) 
[40, 550 
22,000 
29, 950 
20, 4. W 
14,500 
20, 650 
14,450 
14,100 
12,000 
18, 750 
8, IM 
1 7,250 
20, 0(10 

[19, im 

22, 950 
20,000 
12,250 
9,8fi0 
8, 150 
10,300 
3,050 



•Si 
S2 
s 

£i 

8 



Fed 

m . 
100 I 
50 I 



50 
150 

150 
100 

250 



50 
100 
50 
50 
50 

150 

'.50 
100 
200 
50 



150 
50 



13 00 . 

1 45 I. 



0/ 
CO 

<A 
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Feet 
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128 
64 
80 
108 
36 
276 
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88 
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40 
76 
40 
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661 
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112 
927 
334 
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BEPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT 



Causes for which alarms of fire were sounded during the fiscal year ending 

June 30, mi 



Alarms, false 

Alarms, no fire: 

Ammonia escaping 

Automobiles marooned in deep water. . . 

Automobile ran into creek 

Automobile overturned 

Boiler burst ed 

Boiler exjjloded ._ 

Boiler ovcrlunited 

Biink c;iv('(i ir) on boy 

Boy drowned in svviiuiiiiiig pool 

Boy drowned in sewer 

Boy eiit aimled under street car 

Boy's foot caught in sower pipe 

Boy knoclced down by trolley car 

Cellar flooded 

Child's head caught in fence 

Child locked in room 

Collision between automobik and trolley 

car - 

•Collision between automobile and wagon 
Elevator carrying man fell from third 

floor to basement 

Engine overheated... 

Family siek with ptomaine poison 

Fire-alarm bells in apartment house rang 

accidentally 

Fumes from sulphur candle 

Gas escaping 

Gas in combustion chamber exploded... 

Gas in sewer exploded 

Gasket in ammonia [npe blew out 

Oirl locked in bathroom 

llot-water coil hursted 

Hot-water heat er exploded 

Hot-water lieater overheated 

Man became sick on roof 

Man drove automobile over seawaU into 

river and was drowned 

Man, drunk, standing on third-story 

window ledge 

Man entangled under street car 

Man fell down stairs and was fatally 

injured 

Man fell through skylight 

Man knocked down by automobile 

Man intialed illuminating gas (acci- 

denlal) 

Man overcome hy illuminating gas 

Man shot women and himself while in 

automobile; both died 

Man sick; rescue squad took him to 

hospital 

Man sick, having taken poison to 

commit suicide 

JVlan sick on street 

Men buried under bank which caved in 

on them 

People died from inhalation of illumi- 
nating gas (accidental) . _ _ 

Reflection of fire in furnace 

. Kedection of lire in salamander 

Kellection of light mistaken for fire 

Refrigerator having excessive supply of 

gas 

•Safety plu« blew out of pressing machine . 

Scow caught lender shed on wharf 

Scow sinking 

Smokestack fell 

Sparks from incinerator mistaken for 

house afire 

■Sprinkler head accidenlly opened " 

Steam escaping 

Steel bed spring stuck in mans arm 

Sulphur fumes escaping 

, Tree blown down by storm 

Water back in coal range exploded. . . I.' 

Water pii)e bursted 

Water spigot left oi)en and flooded roomi 
Woman locked in apartment; lock 

would not unfasten 



Num- 
ber 



379 

14 



13 



3 
4 
1 
6 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
27 
1 
2 
8 
1 
4 
1 



Alarms, no fire— Continued. 

Woman struck by automobile 

Woman tried to commit suicide 

Woman unconscious from inhaling illu- 



minating gas (accidenttd^. 



on combustibles.. 



Alcohol torch, carelessness wit 
Alcohol torch ignited paper 
Ashes (hot) thrown or fuli 

Auioniohiles: 

Alcohol dropped on hot exhaust pipe... 

Backfiring 

H.uiked iriio burning dump 

Hrake bands smoking 

Carburetor leaking; flooded 

Careless smoking 

Children set old truck afire 

Cleaning with gasoline; kerosene. 

Collided with pole 

Collision between two autoniohilos 

Collision f)etween street car and auto- 
mobile. 

Electric wires short-circuited 

Kugine overheated. _ 

Kxhaust pipe broken 

Exhaust pipe overheated 

(lasoline dropped on engine 

Otusoline dropped on hot exhaust pipe... 
Gasoline fumes ignited from open flame. 

Gasoline leaking from gasoline line 

Gasoline tank exploded when boy threw 

lighted match in tank 

Grease on brake barn! s caught fire 

Looking for leak with lighted match 

Looking into carburetor with lighted 

candle 

Looking in gasoline tank with lighted 

match 

Muffler blew off _ 

MuflBer ignited straw 

Muffler overheated 

Oily rags ignited from hot exhaust pipe... 

Overturned and caught fire 

Radiator leaking 

Rags left in eri(/ine 

Rags on hot exhaust pipe 

Sawdust dropped on hot exhaust pipe... 

Straw dropped on hot exhaust pipe 

Tail lamp caught fire 

Transmission grease ignited 

Unknown origin 

Vacuum tank leaking 

Wood dropped through hole on exhaust 

pipe 

Back fire from carburetor of cement mixing 

machine 

Boiling clothes in mixture of watiemndgaso" 

line ' 

Honfire 

Bonfire ignited shed "I""" 

Brush, gffiss, leaves, and trash burning 

Bunsen burner made from gasoline tank ex- 
ploded _ 

Bunsen burner ignited clothing 

Can of paint exploded 

Candles (sulphur) fumigating with 

Candle (wax) too close to combustibles 

Can of disinfectant on stove, ignited .. 

Carelessness with fire 

Child w ith lighted can<lleignitedlaoeourtein' 

Children playing with fire , 

Chimney, defective 

Chimney due overheated; defective"!-"!.. 

Chimney overheated 

Chimney, soot in, caught Are !!!—!!! 

Clothes boiled dry on stove 

Coal (soft) piled against heating plant 

Controller box short circuited 

Defective jiatch on film caused It to ignite... 

Electric cable short-circuited 

Electric fan short-circuited ! 

Electric floor plug short-circuited...!!!!!!!!! 



Num- 
ber 



1 
3 

2 
1 
1 

20 

2 

114 
1 

10 
19 
1 
1 
6 
1 

3. 
3 

239 



224 



48 
42 
12 
3 

213 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 




BEK)Rt OF CHIEF EKQINBER OF FIttS mPAUfMmf tt 



Causes for ich'ch alanns of fire inrr somulnl thirinu IH^. fim/i 0^ 0^4^ 

J Km .iO, liLn CfMlUlllM'O 



Electric extension cord short-circuited - 

Electric heater, current left on - 

Electric ho;Uer ipnited floor 

Electric iron, current left on 

Electric lamp fell on bed ami ipnitod snir.o 

Electric motor i>vorheated; dofective: short- 
circuited . — 

Electric switch box short-circuited 

Electric wire on Christmas tree short- 
circuited - - 

Electric wire in conduit short-circuited 

Electric wire in frigidaire short-circuited 

Electric wire in lamp short-circuited 

Electric wire in machine short-circuited 

Electric wires in houses short-circuited 

Electric wire.- on pole short-<'irfuiied 

Electric wiie in slot rail <hor:-(.ircuued 

P^.lectrif \v;re ii. >treet she rt-c;rii:i!e-i. 

Electric wire in street ear short-circuited 

Electric wire in street car slot rail short-cir- 
cuited 

Klectric wire in switch box shwt-drcuited.-. 

Exhaust pipe overheated 

Exhaust pipe from pressing machine ignited 
paper 

Fats, meats, preai*. and foodstuff burning 
on -toves _ . . - - - - - - . 

Film c iu>:ni in teptl. of sprrxket wr.e*?! 

Fire in open firei>!a(e ignited flwr 

Firerlace overheate defective 

Fireworks ijrnited awning: shed5 

Flan e UT)der tar pot mistaken for hcu'* afire 

Flanie from broken gas pipe 

Flame from oil burner mistaken for ucu&e 
afire 

Flue, defective 

Friction ifrnited c-ontents of clothes drier 

Furnace hack-fired 

Furnace, combustibles loo close 

Furnaie, defective installation. . . 



F'urn t(e liot-a'r pir* too near wrx/^l parti- 



Nnm- 
hor 



2 
1 
1 

•2XH 
1 

12 



1 
1 

2 
4 

3 

28 
9 
1 
1 

17 

7 
1 
1 



45 
1 
1 

5 
3 
1 
1 

1 
3 
1 
1 
8 
8 



tion. 



Furnate c ne-;iii)e, ignite<l rug placed over 

register 

Furnace (;\erheate'l 

Gas escaping, ignited 

Gas from soft coal ignited 

Gas heater exploded 

Qas heater on printing press ignited pit per. . 
Gas hot-water heater ignited diess on wo- 



mai! 

fi.is jei, comhu-TiMe.- t'/< '\',}*. 

(la>^ let ieakint-' . iid i/a- \)\hziT,fi 

(las l;t:iii>-i)( si r rr xeri and escaping ga£ ig- 
nited 

Gas left iiurr.ing in dr.er 

Gas light mistaken for house afire 

fias lighter too close to oombustibies. . , . 

Gas stove hose Ijecame dfaKonnecterl, gan 
ignited 

Gasolit e: 

r iieles^ne-s with 

Cle.ij n/ with 

I- 'iii.e- igni'e l fro:;, o|.«n ^ace 

He iter caugi t fire 

K'li'iliiig fire wit ij 

Match 'lroi)| e i irj , 

Or; stree' \'^u te 1 

Overflowing fjorn torch ignited 

Pipe in motor boat leaking 

Spilled in street, ignited 

Too doee to open flame 

Torch ignited push cart 

Torch overturned , 

Grease hood, defective inst^lstiOD 

Grease slack afire . , 

Grease V( nt caught fir<; . 

Hot-air duct ovtrbeated 

Hot coal flrom looomoUTe imteA fsilraMl' 

trestle 

Hot-water heaters, defecUver Vspk»1«4; 
caught fire; too close to woodwork.* 




22 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

3 

2 
) 

2 
0 



I', 
I 

;} 
I 

2 
2 
J 

i 
I 
1 
i 

'4 
i 
I 

J 

0 



Incciidliirv flrcc _ _^ . . , . 

Insulation burfdng fr«»< wjffjs ^ . 
Iron (hot) left on irosiMf tMA)f4 ^ 
Korowne oil hot-wstcr m>a** Ii*** 
Kindling wood piled tm> *^f>m M> 

riingc 

Lamps (ki roscnc; cxpU/Ui^, Vjmti t miSm 

to coinbusHbb* 

Lights biindng in dbmdb mIMtm Hof 

church alire . — 

Lightning, . truck by 

Lime burning , - 

Lime ignil(>d paper and tmb «^ it 

W8S mixed ^ - - 

Lint and paper in grill of onMsgpt taoniw. 
Man's clothing ignited wtdle haM^^ five — 
Matches: 

Garelessncss with _ 

Children playing wjtb 

Hals gnawing matdies 

MiscliicMais fires — — 

.\l()Iion-pi< ture film r,Mz't.\ iL - jc oltet wHwilL 

Motor in frigidaire short -circuited 

Gil ignited while being heated. 

Oily rags on steampipc 

Oil-burning furnaces: 

Accumulation of carbcm araaod lwsBr_ 

Back-fired 

Defective — 

Electric wire short-circuited 

Ignited joists under concrete basp 

ImproiMTly adjusted 

Imiirojier comluistion 

Joint in pipe leaking and oil i|nuJ<«i - 

Motor overheated 

O verheatcd fiu"nact> - - 

Oil flowing in fire ho\ - 

Pilot light went out - 

Trip failed to wt rk ^ 

Pain' ex| loiled 

Paint remover ignited from i lectnc Iltv i 
rainler's torch, carlc^sncss with 
Paper biiriiiiir in hood of uuim''n»b'B 

I'huiiiier's hn iiaee ignited l*r IWl , 

I'iiimher'; ti reh e\pl()di>d 
I'oi of wax i 'Oihu).: o\ er aiui i|ir,»l«sl ..„.., 
JiagH beiiind lhlrob(> stove OiUMHUl tKt . 
Kttgson top of oven o.uighlfiw,. - . 

KeklndUnii (4f old nr»« . , 

Rubb«»r how» nttnchtut f« (w* ^MimWs 

COfini-eled 

K;d!itiiaMili r ignl(«>d hintlvr 

.' tool. ( pipe ., delVrilvc c \i riui. j'i>.^.it;j)> : 
v,(;i)ilw orl* , overlUMilod , too « t.wv \>v««'w1 

; /llol'.c|i)|ic li'll , ^ ; 

: /(loliepipe hnl. •,, e.»V»Wd Wllh WWblW»JW<> 

itmU'rliili loll <i(M>ii 
KmokoNonm 

Hmoki'MlKck Igiiilotl mHMttkld huiU 
Niirrw 

Hinol; liiK, ciii'ii|(i(in 

Hp:l»^•• t< II MM eohdili.il |hb»s 

(!■ oil lull o Ini lu.ii 
I 'pool aiM olln eitMllilli4l|oM 
. h ani bolli'r IgnlMlli NU|tlMP|im)l«|\W Mh^^ I 

i'U iimpip** luMitHtt mvik H 



-7 



1 
J 

a 
x 

m 

% 

2 

1 
1 



2 
1 



1 
2 

a 
I. 

K 

:i 

4 

1 
4 

■1 
1 
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'I til pol * ltll{/lll (It) 

'I af p<(l ov< (DiHii d i ittHihl \\\\\ 

'I U)iiw'» hnimi t>, • ,iti<ln.-'iie.. • # 



1 

\ 

s 



10 



REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT 



-Causes for which alarms of fire were sounded during the fiseal year ending 

June 30, liKil 



Alarms, false 

Alarms, no fire: 

Ammonia escaping, 

Automobiles marooned in deep water... 

Automobile ran into creek 

Automobile overturned 

Boiler bursted 

Boiler exploded 

Boiler overheated 

Bank caved in on boy 

Boy drowned in swimming pool 

Boy drowned in sew( r_ 

Boy entangled under street car. 

Boy's foot caught in sower pipe 

Boy knocked down by trolley car 

Cellar flooded 

Child's head caught in fence 

Child locked in room — 

Collision between automobile and trolley 

ear. 

Collision between automobile and wagon 
Elevator carrying man fell from third 

floor to basement. 

Engine overlieatcd 

Family sii k with ptomaine poison 

Fire-alarm bells in apartment house rang 

accidentally 

Fumes from sulphur candle 

Gas escaping 

Gas in combustion chamber exploded... 

Gas in sewer exploded 

Oasket in ammonia pipe blew out 

(Hrl locked in bathroom 

Ilot-watcf coil bursted 

Hot-water heater exploded 

Hot-water lieater overheated 

Man became sick on roof 

Man drove automobile over seawall into 

river and was drowned 

Man. drunk, standing on third-story 

window ledge 

Man entangled under street car 

Man fell down stairs and was fatally 

injured 

Man fell through skylight 

Man knocked down by automobile 

Man inhaled illuminating gas (acci- 
dental) 

Man overcome by illuminating i^as 

Man siiot women and liiniself while in 

automobile; both died 

Man sick; rescue squad took him to 

hospital - 

Man sick, having taken poison to 

commit suicide 

Man sick on street 

Men buried under bank which caved in 

on them 

People died from inhalation of illumi- 
nating gas (accidental).. 

Relleciion of fire in furnace. 

Redeetion of fire in salamander. 

Kelleelion of light mistaken lor lire 

Refrigerator having excessive supply of 

gas 

Safet y plug blew out of pressing machine . 
Scow caught vender shed on wharf.. — 

Scow sinking 

Smokestack fell 

Sparks from incinerator mistaken for 

house afire 

Sprinkler head accidently opened 

Steam escaping 

Steel bed spring stuck in man's arm | 

Sulphur fumes escaping.. 

Tree blown down by storm 

Water back in coal range exidoded 

Water pipe l^ursted 

Water spigot left o\y6i\ and flooded room. 
Woman locked in apartment; lock 
would not unfasten 




14 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
13 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



3 
4 
1 
6 

1 
1 
1 
I 
1 

1 
1 

27 
1 
2 
8 
I 
4 
1 



Alarms, no fire— Continued. 

Woman struck by automobile 

Woman i ried t o commit suicide . 

Woman unconscious from inhaling illu- 

minat ing gas (accidental) 

Alcohol torch, carelessness with - - . 

Alcohol torch ignited paper 

Ashes (hot) thrown or fell on combustibles.. 
Automobiles: 

Alcohol dropped on hot exhaust pipe — 

Backfiring 

H;ick»Ml into burning dump — 

Brake bamls smoking 

( 'ari)uret()r leaking; flooded 

( 'areless smoking 

Children sei old truck afire 

Cleaning witli giusoline; kerosene 

Collided with pole. 

Collision between two automobiles 

Collision between street car and auto- 
mobile 

Electric wires short-circuited 

Engine overheated 

Kxhaust pipe l)r()ken.-- 

P^xliaust [)ipe overheatt'd. 

(lasoline dro[)iK!d on engine . 

Gasoline dropped on hot exhaust i)ipe... 

Gasoline fumes ignited from open flaine. 

Crasoline leaking from gasoline line. 

Gasoline tank exploded when boy threw 
lighted match in tank 

Grease on brake bands caught fire 

Looking for leak with lighted match 

Looking into carburetor with lighted 
candle 

Looking in gasoline tank with lighted 
match . 

Muffler blew otT __. 

Muffler ignited straw 

Muffler overheated 

Oily rags ignited from hot exhaust pipe... 

Overturned and caught fire - — 

Radiator leaking 

Rags left in engine 

Rags on hot exliaust piiMV . 

Sawdust <'ropped on hot exhaust pipe... 

Straw drojiped on liot exhaust pipe 

Tail lamp caught fire 

Transmission gretwe ignited -. 

I'nknown origin 

Vacuum tank hiaking. . 

Wood dropped through hole on exhaust 

pipe 

Back fire from carburetor of cement mixing 

machine 

Boiling clothes in mixture of water ond gaso- 
line _ 

Bonfire 

Bonfire ignited shed 

Brush, grass, leaves, and trash burning 

Bunsen burner made from gasoline tank ex- 
ploded . . 

Bunsen burner ignited clothing. ."'"""I" 

Can of pnint exploded 

Candles (sulphur) fumigating with" .S... 

Candle (wax) too close to combustibles 

Can of disinfectant on stove, ignited 

Carelessness with fire 

Child with lighted candle ignited'lace curtain 
Children playing with fire 

Chimney, defective 

Chimney flue overheated; defective 

Chimney overheated 

Chimney, soot in, caught "fire 

Clothes boiled dry on stove ...J " 

Coal (soft) piled against hcating plant" 

Controller box short circuited 

Defective patch on film caused it toVmite"" 

Electric cable short-circuited 

Electric fan short-chrcuited 

Electric floor plug short-circtuted " " 



Num- 
ber 



1 
3 

2 

1 

1 

20 

2 
114 

1 

10 
19 
1 

1 
() 
I 

3. 

3 
239 
4 
1 
6 
1 

19 
7 
7 

1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
4 
1 



1 
1 
1 

224 

1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

14 
1 

48 

42 
12 

3 

213 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 



REPOEt OP CHIEF ENGIKBER OP PIRB DEPARlMtSNT 



Causes for wh'ch alarms of fire were sounded during the fikodi year endimff^ 

June 30, i927--Continued 



Electric extension cord short-circuited 

Electric heater, current left on 

Klectnc heater isjnited floor 

Electric iron, current left on 

Electriclamp fell on bed and ignited sanic... 
Electric motor overheated; defective; short- 
circuited — 

Electric switch box short-circuited — — 

Electric wire on Christmas tree short- 
circuited.— - 

Electric wire in conduit short-circuited 

p;iectric wire in frigidaire short-circuited 

Electric wire in lani)' short-circuited-. 

Electric wire in niachihe shurt-i ircuiled 

Electric wires in hf)uses short-circuited 

F^lectric wires on pole shorf-circui!e<i . 

Electric wire in slot rail short-circuited 

Electric wire in street short-circuited. 

Electric wire in street car short-circuited... 
Electric wire in street car slot rail short-cir- 
cuited 

Electric wire in switch box short-circuited.. 

Exhaust i)ii'e overheated. 

i^xhaust pipe from pressing machine ifiniled 
paper 



Eats, meats, grease, and foodslulV burning 

(in stoves 

P'ilm caught in teeth of sprocket wheel 

Fire in open fireplace ignited floor 

Fireplace overlieated; defective 

Fireworks ignited awning; sheds 

Flame under tar pot mistaken for house afire 

Flame from broken gas pipe 

Flame from oil burner mistaken for house 

afire. 

Flue, defective 

Friction igiuted contents of clothes drier 

Furniice i)ack-fired 

Furnace, conibustit)les too cl()se 

Furnace, defective installation 

Furnace hot-air pipe too near wo(/<i parti- 
tion - . 

Furnace (one-pipe) ignited rug placed over 

register 

Furnace overheated 

Gas escaping, ignited 

Gas from soft coal ignited - 

Gas heater exi»loded. 

(las healer on piinting i)ress ignited i)a[;er.. 
(iiis hol-water hetiter ignited diess on wii- 

maii . 

Ci;is jet, conihustibles too close - 

<ia>^ jet leaking and gas blazing 

(ias himp-pcsl broken and escaiJing gas ig- 
nited - 

Gas left burning in drier 

Gas light mistaken for house afire 

Gas lighter too close to combustibles. 

Gas stove hose became disconnected, gas 

ignited _ 

Oasolii e: 

C iielessness with 

Cle ai n^ with 

1 u;hes ignited froui oi.en flame 

Jle iter caugl t fire 

Kindling fire with 

Match dropi e:i in - 

On street ign.ted 

Overflowing fiom torch ignited 

Pipe in motor boat leaking 

Spilled in street, ignited 

Too close to open flame 

Tore!) ignited push cart 

Torch overturned 

Grease hood, defective installation 

Grease stack afire - 

Grease vent caught fire 

Hot-air duct overheated 

Hot coal from locomotive ignited railroad 

trestle _ 

Hot-water heaters, defective; exploded; 
caught fire; too close to woodwork.. 



Num- 
ber 



2 Incendiary fires 

1 Insulation burning from wires on pole 

1 Iron (hot) left on ironing board 

20 Kerosene oil hot-water heater caught fire 

1 Kindling wood piled too dose to kitc^ien 

12 range : 

Lamps (kerosene) expldded; Upset; tooclose 

to combustibles . - — — — , — ^ 

Lights burning in church mistaken leti 
1 church afire 

1 Li ghtni ng, struck by. 

2 Lime burning 

4 j Lime ignited paper and trash with which it 

3 w^'S mixed 

28 Lint and paper in grill of one-pipe furnace... 

9 M an ' s cl othing ignited while building fire . . . 
1 Matches: 

1 Carelessness with . 

17 Children playing with. 

Rats gnaw ing matches 

7 Mischievous fires 

1 Motion-picture film caught in sproket wheel. 
1 Motor in frigidairr short-circuited 

i; Oil ignited while being heated 

1 p Oily rags on stoampipe 

(i Oil-burning furnaces: 
45 ij .\ccumulation of carbon arotmd burner.. 

1 1 1 Back-fired 

1 jj Defective 

5 I' Electric wire short-circuited 

ij i Ignited joists under concrete base 

1 Improperly adjusted. 

1 I Improper combustion 

Joint in pipe leaking and oil ignited 

1 Motor overheated 

3 Overheated furnace 

1 I Oil flowing in fire box 

1 ; rih t light went out ' 

8 : Trip failed to work 

8 ' Pain' v\\ hnled 

Paint remover ignited from electric ll()(.r plug 

Painter's torch, carlessness with 

Paper burning in hood of incinerator 

1 Plumber's furnace ignited tar pot 

3 Plumber's tc rch exploded 

22 Pot of wax boiling over and ignited — 

1 Rags behind latrobe stove caught fire 

2 Rags on top of oven caught fire 

1 Rekindling of old fire 

Rubber hose attached to gas burner, dis- 
1 connected 

1 ! Salamander ignited lumber 

3 I Smokepipes, defoclive; extended through 

wooilwork; overheated; too close to wood- 

2 ' work 

1 1 Sraokepipc fell 

2 I Smokepipe holes, covered with combustible 

6 material; left open 

Smoke scare 

Smokestack ignited scaffold built around 

same 

6 Smoking, careless 

15 Sparks fell on combustibles _— 

6 I Spi>,rks mistaken for house afire 

1 ! Spontaneous combustion 

3 Steam boiler ignited supetstructure around 

1 same - - 

2 Stearapipe ignited block of wood 

2 Static electricity 

1 I Stemo lamp ignited clothing 

2 Stoves, caught fire; carelessness with; defec- 

2 tive; exploded; overheated; too dose to 

1 combustibles 

1 Street car slot rail short -circuited 

1 Sulphur candle, fumigating with . 

3 Suspicious fires 

1 Tar pot caught fire 

1 Tar pot overturned; caught fire 

Tinner's furnace, carelessness w^th 

1 Thawing frozen water pipe 

Tobacco pipe put in coat pocket whfle 
6 lighted — 



Num- 
ber 



7 
2 
2 
1 



20 

1 
8 
1 

1 
1 
1 

131 
63 
5 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 

2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
5 
1 
1 
2 
1 
5 
13 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 

3 
2 



33 
1 

6 

10» 
1 

351 
114 
34 
21 

1 
1 
4 
1 



76 
2 

1 
27 
4 
8 
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12 BEPOBT OF CHIEF ENGIITEEB OF FIRE DEPARTMENT 



Causes for which alarms of fire were sounded during the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1927— Continued 





Num- 
ber 




Nam* 
ber 


Trash burning in cellar 

Trash in trash chute caught flie 


1 
1 
1 

9 
13 
1 

2 
1 


Water bucket used for stove, set house afire- 
Wood girder extended under fire place, 
ignited 


1 

1 


Two alarms for same fli» 


Fires outside of the District of ColumUa 

Total 


Unknown origin... 

Vulcanizor iRiiitod uutomobile tube. 

Woman's clothing came in contact with 
Stove 


3, 051 
37 


Water boiling out of pot on stove 





1 'il 
1 



1 



!ll 





